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In mid-January, AMSAT issued a 
new OSCAR-10 operating schedule, good 

until the end of February when the 
sun angle causes the illumination to 
fall below 50 percent. At that 
level, the spacecraft doesn’t receive 
enough power from the solar cell 
arrays to operate the transponder, so 
the schedule for March and April is 
LoiL « There is no way for ground 
stations to turn the transponder off, 
so it is up to the amateurs around 
the world to avoid using the satel- 
lite during that period. I almost 
never hear a signal through the 
transponder when it is scheduled off 
for eclipses or poor illumination. 
Would that amateurs as a whole 
observe the restraint displayed by 
the people who use OSCAR-10. 


American Rocket Company, AMROC, 
is a California organization estab- 
lished to enter the commercial 
launch business. The quake in the 
stock market in October and the 
after-shocks just about did AMROC in, 
but they have managed to make a 
comeback and have their first launch 
scheduled around the end of next 
year. AMSAT has been offered a free 
ride into low earth orbit on the 
inaugural launch. It appears to be 
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tailor-made for a mission such as a 
packet radio satellite. If AMROC can 
survive the goring and clawing of the 
bulls and bears, you packet fans 
might have another BBS to work with 
in a couple of years. 


More details of the transpolar 
Skitrek project are emerging as they 
are being formed. A group of four 
Canadians and seven to ten Russians 
will depart from Cape Arktichesky in 
northern Russia about March 1, headed 
across the north pole to Ellesmere 
Island in northern Canada. The trip 
is expected to take ninety to one 
hundred days and is aimed at making 
surface observations of the geomag- 
netic, glacial and meteorological 
properties in the polar regions. 


The team will be tracked by 
satellite and then informed of their 
position by way of the DIGITALKER 
provisions on UOSAT-OSCAR-11. Of 
course, anyone else who tunes in to 
UO-11 can hear the same synthesized 
voice information and that is a major 
aspect of Skitrek. School groups are 
urged to contact a local ham who 
can help them receive the information 
and track the progress of the effort. 
It is a chance to get some good 
public exposure for amateur radio and 
possibly interest others in becoming 
hams. If you are interested or are 
asked to become involved with a 
school group, you should request the 
information packet developed for the 
purpose. Write to Richard C. Ensign, 
421 N. Military, Dearborn, MI 48124. 
You can also call him during the day 
at (313)278-0900 or evenings and 
weekends at (313)274-1718. 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 


The regular monthly meeting of the 
Raleigh Amateur Radio Society was 
held Jan. 6, 1988 at the First Pres- 
byterian Church, S. Saiistury St. 
President Pete Thacher, N4HQZ, calle 
the meeting to order anc welcomed 
the 62 members and 8 guests. 


The first item of business was a 
summary of the Dec. Board Meeting: 

* Bruce, WASNEW, has volunteered to 
chair the hamfest. See him soon and 
tell him how you would like to help. 
* The March meeting is the annual 
Awards Banquet. Again, the cost of 
the dinner will be subsidized by 
RARS. An awards committee is needed 
to select recipients. If you want to 
be on the committee or have any in- 
put, contact a Board member. 


Chuck, K4HF, told the group of cur- 
rent dockets at the FCC being re- 
viewed.In particular, private indus- 
try assigning calls and the 220 MHz 
question. Stay tuned for updates. 


Jim, N4BYO, Training Dir. announced 
the next training classes to start 
at the end of Feb. It will last for 
six weeks and will be held at the 
McKimmon Center. If you can assist 
with the class, see Jim. 


Tim, N4YIQA, transferred the treas- 
urers report to the President. He 
reported the club is in good finan- 
Cial shape. 


Vince, AA4MY, VE Coordinator, re- 
ported the next RARS sponsored exam 
will be at the hamfest. 


Bob, NA4G, Field Day Chair.,told 
the group the usual field day site 
may not be available this time. If 
you have any suggestions for an 
alternate site, contact Bob. 


Walter, AB4DQ, Special Events 
Chair.,told the members about 


the W200DW event occuring Nov. 19-25,9 


He needs volunteers to use the call 


Reed, AB4W, introduced Mike, AA4YH, 
the new Wake Co. EC. Mike reported 
on a SET planned at the end of Jan. 
He also initiated an update on the 
call up roster for ARES by passing 


around forms for members to fill out. 


. 


Pete thanked Chuk, KB4MDZ, and Carla, — 


KB4MDY, for the excelent job hosting 
the Christmas party. A round of 
applause was given. 


Chuk, KB4MDZ, Vice President, intro- 
duced the program for the evening. 
Ed, AB4S, and Tom, WB80UE, from Wake 
Digital Communications Group talked 
about the latest and greatest in 
Packet Radio. 


After the program, a few prizes were 
drawn. There being no further busi- 
ness, the meeting adjourned. 


Sue Meyer Parks 
WB4USX 
RARS Secretary 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! ! 


W2HJK Paul Allikas, Raleigh 
KC3GT Stan Aughenbaugh, Wake Forest 
KC4CPB Warren B. Bell, Raleigh 

-- Lester Coates, Jr., Raleigh 
KC4COY Gary D. Coates, Durham 
KC4CPK Mary Beth Demcko (new call) 

-- Patrick Griffin, Raleigh 

-- Russel O. Lyday, Jr., Raleigh 
W6EMS Stephen Merchant, Wake Forest 
KC4CRT Charles A. McDaniel, Raleigh 
WD2AJJ Anthony Palestino, Raleigh 
KA8DNP Francis J. Reck, Fuquay Varina 
KC4COZ Aaron Sims (new call) 
KC4CPE Walter Stewart III, Garmer 

-= Larry Tankersley, Raleigh 
K4S5AN David E. Thomas, Apex 
KC4CPC Marlene Thomas, Raleigh 

-- Richard Thorne, Raleigh 
KC4CPD Robert G. Wolk, Raleigh 


“ 
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SPECIAL EVENT STATION 
W2210DW 


Operation of  W22@QDW is scheduled for 
November 19 to 25, 1988. See September 
“87 QST for details. As your special 
event chairman, I will be asking RARS 
members to sign up to operate at their 
home stations as W2QQDW during that week. 
We will try to operate on all bands for 24 
hours per day if we get enough volunteers. 
You can select the times and bands most 
convenient for you, but remember you must 
operate within the limits of the license 
of the control operator at your station. 
At this time I am asking you to let me 
know if you will be willing to operate. 
The exact assignments will come at a later 
date , and they will be of your own 
choos ing. Novice asnd Technician are 
eligible to operate their own station, or 
may Wish to act as a backup or relief 
operator at the station of a higher level 
operator. More info will appear in the 
EXCITER as the months go by. A special 
certificate will be awarded by RARS to all 
who participate. This is a once ina 
lifetime chance to be part of a very 
important national celebration. GET 
INVOLVED! ! 


A special ARL 200 message has been created 
+hat translates to: ‘The n Members of the 
Raleigh amateur Radio Society have read 
and ratified the U.S. Constitution as part 
of amateur radio’s participation in the 
Bicentennial Celebration. Best Wishes.” 


This message will be addressed to Chief 
Justice Warren Burger and will be signed 
by our club president and sent via the 
National Traffic System (NTS). Members 
are asked to read the constitution so that 
we may have a 100% participation. 


73°s and yours for the Constitution, 


Walter, AB4DQ 


SEO OOOO}OOOOOOOKAOKOOOIAOO IO KOKA RAE 
WANTED! ! 
Clean, working HF radio for new Novice 


licensee. Realistic price desired, and no 
dogs, please! ! 


Call Paul Newcomer, KC4CPA 
779-2949 
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At this writing we’ve still got three 
months, at this reading only a little 
over two months. K4HF and WASNEW are 
busy trying to put together the 1988 

North Carolina Section Convention and 
16th Annual RARS Hamtest. It takes a 
TGt-ot aor k , RARS needs YOU! So far 
we have: 


CLEAN-UP: N40IC 
CLUB TABLE: 

CW CONTEST: K4mMC 
EXAMS : AA4MY 
FACILITIES: WA4A00 
FAIRGROUNDS : K4HF 
HOMEBREN : WASSZL 
HOSPITALITY: WA4SAPK 
LADIES/KIDS ROOM: WA4APK 
LAYOUT/TABLES: KB4MDZ 
PRE-REGISTRATION: NF4P 
PRIZES: K4HF 
PUBLICITY: K4HF, WB4ZSM 
RARS BOOTH: 

ROOM SCHEDULE: K4HF 
SECURITY: 

STAGE: WASNEW 
TALK-IN: KB4ZZY 
TICKETS: N4I1ZE 
TRAFFIC CONTROL: 

VENDORS : 

WOUFF HONG: WAZTBQ/KC4CPK 


Now, we still have some openings on 
this list for Key jobs, and some of 
these folks are going to need a LOT 
OF HELP. Tickets have to be avail- 
able Saturday afternoon and evening 
and, on Sunday, at three different 
locations! We guess Tom would 11ke 
some help. The club table should be 
staffed all day Sundey. We’ll need 
at least four or five club members. 
Somebody has to coordinate that job. 
(Just checked the RARS roster. Would 
you believe?, we don’t have a single 
club member named "Somebody"! ) 


VE 
REPORT 


CHANGES IN 1988 


Effective January lst, both VEC's used by 
RARS (ARRL & W5YI) have increased their 
fee schedual from $4.35 to $4.55 for all 
exams, Technician thru Extra. (Novice 
exams are still free). I don't see any 
downward trends along these lines, so save 
your self some money: UPGRADE IN '88!! 
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Also, in 1988, the RARS exams will REQUIRE 
PRE-REGISTRATION! ! This is so that we can 
get a head start on the paper-work, and 
we'll have your 610 ALL FILLED OUT for you 
for the test. Our next exams will be at 
the RARS Hamfest on Sunday, April 10th. 
Plenty of time to crack that book! 


dHHHHE HEH HHHHHE A HHHEE 
The RARS VE Teams are looking for HELP!! 


We have need of 3 or 4 additional helpers, 
18 years of age or older, holding a 


General Class license or higher. 
Responsibilities will include assisting 
the teams in checking  paper-work, 


administering Novice exams, and acting as 
communicators between the code and theory 
rooms. You'd be called on to do this 
perhaps for one 4 hour session every three 
months or so. If you've been looking for 
a way to pitch-in and help, please call me 
(Vince, AA4MY) at 847-8512 (evenings). 
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Comments from Ray Kowalski (retiring FCC 
chief) on the VE program: 


"...the VE/VEC system has been a huge 
success." "Now we are getting into the 
phase where people are beginning to test 
the program and that happens whether or 
not the government is running the system 
or voltmteers are running it." "There is 
a certain mind-set out there that is 
sometimes even shared among the _ test 
givers, much less the test takers. That 
mind-set being that ‘if you beat’ the 
system you are beating the FCC.' Well 
that is not the case. You are not beating 


the FCC, you are beating Amateur Radio. 
That is what the volunteer examination 
program is facing today. It is a natural 
function of programs that people out there 
will try to beat any system. The next 
year. or  50°*will -be’ “criti¢al See 
permanence and staying power of the VE/VEC 
program." (quotes, tnx W5YI Report) 


'Sorta makes one wonder... The spectrum 
we use for -our hobby is- in Orear 
demand.... Perhaps the FCC is giving us 
hams JUST ENOUGH rope .... 


{HEH HHH HEHE EEE AEA 
REMINDERS FOR RARS VE'S: 


The RARS exams at the Hamfest will be held 
under the WSYI VEC. ALL RARS VE'S WHO DO 
NOT HAVE WSYI CERTIFICATION are requested 
to obtain same now BEFORE the 
Hamfest!! 


The ARRL VEC advises that their '88 VE 
Hand-book (the infamous one _ that's been 
out of print since last summer) should be 
available about the time you read this. 
If you havn't already applied for VE 
certification by the ARRL, please do so. 
Lets ALL become ARRL certified, ASAP!! 


HERR 


_ 


Worl Processing 
Technical Documentation 
Public Relathons 


Deer Run Enterprises 
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etm & Sherman Stamece (949) 903-7547 
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PACKET QUEST IONS?? 


The Wake County Digital Communications 
Group (WDCG) holds an on the air question 
and answer session Monday eveings, on the 
146.28/88 repeater immediately following 
the Piedmont Coastal Traffic Net. (The 
PCTN starts promptly at 9:00 PM). If you 
have any questions about the how's, why's, 
and where-to-for's about what packet is 
all about, come join us!?! 
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N.C. 2 METER REPEATERS 
SORT BY FREQ. 


GOLD HILL/GB N4AZM 
SAURATOWN MT W4RXG 
AHOSKIE WB4YNE 
AQUADALE WA4CHZ 
MORENTN/HI P WB4UDS 


LEWISVILLE N4GGK 
TRENTON K4ITL 
CHARLOTTE W4BFB 


HENDSVL/BERW WA4KNI 


RALEIGH N4BEA 
CHARLOTTE W4BFB 
MAYODAN WA4ACP 
SHALLOTTE K4PPD 
BURLINGTON K4ITL 


CANTON WB40KG 
N. WILKESBOR N4AGN 
MONROE KF4NJ 
HIGH POINT N4XO 


WILLIAMSTON KA4KNU 
SPARTA/GREEN K4ITL 
CROWDERS MT WD4PLY 


SAURATOWN MT WA4GIC 


FRANKLIN W4ZCZ 
RALEIGH N4CBI 
GREENSBORO K4SNI 
NEW BERN WD4JMS 


LARNBRG/SCOT K4QWK 
HENDERSONVIL WB4YAO 
RALEIGH W4DW 
WINSTON-SALE WA4GIC 
CONCORD/KANN K4CEB 
ELIZABETH CI WA4VTX 


BURLINGTON WBA4ZIN 
CHERRY MT W4TMT 
HALIFAX AA45J 
GRIFTON W4NBR 
STATESVILLE AI40 

DUNN N4CID 


MILLERS CREE N4GGN 
SPRING LAKE WB4KDC 


RALEIGH K4BWC 
SALISBURY W4EXU 
WILMINGTON W4VNK 
ASHVL/MT PIS WA4BYW 
GREENSBORO WA4MSS 
SWANSBORO KO4S 
WILSON WB4THL 
/RT W4BFB 


ELIZABETHTOW N4DHW 
CLINTON WA4LZD 
SAURATOWN MT N4LDK 
MAGGIE VALLE W4HCY 


ROARING GAP WB4PZA 
HIGH POINT KB4BPV 


NAGS HEAD/BO N4JXG 
WADESBORO WA4IAT 
GOLDSBORO K4CYP 
HICKORY/BRT. WA4MDW 
REIDSVILLE K4YET 
WAXHAW WA4ZRS 
RALEIGH K4ITL 
SHELBY W4NYR 
MADISON KA4YFF 
WAXHAW WB400A 
AHOSKIE WA4ZGQ 


FAYVLLE/CFAR WB4YZF 


LEXINGTON K41ZM 
BURGAW W4DLH 
CHARLOTTE W4BFB 
DURHAM WA4BFT 


MANTEO/WANCH W4ACY 
MT AIRY RTTY WA4ZAS 
ROCKINGHAM WA4ULA 
MT AIRY WA4ZAS 


SMITHFIELD KD4JQ 
ALBEMARLE K40GB 
OLD FORT KA4ROZ 
HIGH POINT N4LDK 


JACKSONVILLE WD4FVO 
LK NORMN/CLT WB4KPF 
GREENSBORO  W4GG 

ROANOKE RAPI WA4DTS 
STATSVL/ASBR WA4JRL 
FAYETTEVILLE WA4FLR 


ROB/JOANNA B WD4CNS 


MACO WA4LED 
CHARLOTTE W40Q 
BURLINGTON WA4HBQ 
BURLINGTON W4VGZ 


MORGANTON K4VLY 
RALEIGH K41TL 
HIGH POINT KJ4KRT 
SANFORD WB4EJJ 
WILMINGTON N4CTJ 
MURPHY KC4WB 
GREENSBORO W4BUZ 
WHITEVILLE K4MSD 
ASHEBORO KJ4AV 


CARTHAGE W4NIW 
EDEN/MAYODAN WA4ACP 
FOREST CITY WA4BKU 
FRANKLIN W4GHZ 
HENDSVL/PINC WA4KNI 
BENSON AK4H 
WAYNESVILLE N4SM 
JACKSONVILLE WR4ATW 
JEFFERSON W4YJG 
LUMBERTON W4NHV 
TUCKASBGEE WS8OMV 
UNION CROSS WA4RBW 


SHELBY W4NYR 
WASHINGTON WA4TEP 
DURHAM WD4LDB 


BOONE/RICH M KU4V 
LUMBERTON WV4Z 
BURNSVILLE N4YN 
GREENVILLE K4ROK 
CHARLOTTE WD4PLY 
EDEN/STONEVI WA40BG 
SMITHFIELD W4MKL 
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“To Whom it May Concern:" 


“Il am writing this note in response to 
your request for additional information 
for block No. 3 on the accident reporting 
form. I put “poor planning’ as the cause 
of my accident. You said in your letter 
that I should explain more fully, and I 
trust that the following details will be 
sufficient.” 


“T am an amateur radio operator, and on 
the day of the accident I was working 
Aloné on the top section of my 80 foot 
tower. When I had completed my work, I 
discoverd that I had, over the course of 
several trips up the tower, brought up 
about 308 pounds of tools and spare 
hardware . Rather than carry the now 
un-needed tools and materials down by 
nand, I deceided to lower the items down 
in a small barrel by using a pulley, which 
fortunately was attached to the gin pole 
at the top of the tower.” 


“Securing the rope at ground level, I went 
to the top of the tower and loaded the 
tools and materials into the barrel. Then 
I went back to the ground and untied the 
rope, holding it tightly to insure a slow 
decent of the 3@ pounds of tools. You 
will note that in block No. 11 of the 
accident reporting form, that I weigh only 
155 lbs.” 


“Due to my suprise of being jerked off the 
ground so suddenly, I lost my presence of 
mind and forgot to let go of the rope. 
Needless to say, I proceeded at a rather 
rapid rate of speed up the side of the 
tower . In the vicinity of the 40 foot 
level, I met the barrel coming down. This 
explains my fractured skull and broken 
collarbone. Slowed only slightly, I 
continued my rapid ascent, not stopping 
until the fingers of my right hand were 
two knuckles deep into the pully.” 


“Fortunately, by this time, I had regained 
my presence of mind and was able to hold 
onto the rope in spite of my pain. At 
approximately the same time, however, the 
barrel of tools hit the ground and fell 
out of the barrel. Devoid of the weight 
of the tools, the barrel now weighed only 
24 lbs. I refer you again to Block No. 


11 As you might imagine, I began a rapid 
descent dow the side of the rower. In 
the vicinity of the 40 foot level, I met 
the barrel coming up. This accounts for 
the two fractured ankles and the 
lacerations of my legs and lower body.” 


“The encounter with the barrel slowed me 
enough to lessen my injuries when I fell 
onto the pile of tools, and fortunately, 
only three vertebrae were cracked.” 


“I. am sorry to report, however , that as I 
lay there on the tools, in pain, unable to 
stand, and watching the empty barrel 8@ 
feet above me -- I again lost presence of 
mind. -- I let go of the rope. --" 


<<originally in KEY KLIX-Santa Barbara -- 
Tnx Florida Skip & N4IZE >> 
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FOR SALE: 


Swiss Quad 2m Beam - $25 


Mosely TA-33 JR Tri-Band 
Beam (10, 15 & 28) $80 


Regency Hand-Held Scanner 
HX-1508 (Synthesized, covers 
lim, VHF & UHF) **MINT CONDX*k 
(still in plastic wrap!) $155 


Larry Newell, N4MCC, 779-1587 
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REMEMBER THE RARS OUTGOING- 
QSL BUREAU SERVICE! 


If you are an ARRL member, bring your DX 
QSL cards to the meetings with the mailing 
label from the current issue of QST. 
John, KK4JB, will collect the cards and 
bulk mail them all to the ARRL outgoing 
bureau. ARRL bureau rules apply. 


In January, 6 members submitted 163 cards 
to the bureau service. 
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a LINE 


by Bruce Eggers, WASNEW 


WB4TOP THIS IS VR6ID 
VR6? WHERE’S THAT? 


This column is intended for those 
new to our hobby but perhaps an old- 
timer can enjoy it too. Even if you 
are a REAL DxX’er, you might enjoy it. 

VR6 is a prefix reserved by Great 
Britain for the use of Amateur Radio 
operators on Pitcairn Island, That’s 
an island in the South Pacific named 
after the British sailor who spotted 
it. The story of how he happened to 
note this particular island is found 
in ‘Mutiny On The Bounty’. 

For some number of years there has 
been only one VR6 on the air. VRO6TC, 
the TC is for Tom Christian, a direct 
descendant of the ‘Mutiny’ Tom Chris-— 
tian, has been active for quite some 
several years. Now I’ve been on the 
air for close to 25 years and so far 
I’d only read about a ‘VR6’. 

I‘ ve read about VR6TC because hams 
from all over the world have donated 
generously to a generator/fuel fund, 
manufacturers have contributed equip~ 
ment, and Tom has been able to be on- 
the-air. While VR6 may not be quite 
aS rare as some of those uninhabited 
dots on the globe which are countries 
once each decade when some mega-buck 
ham wants to get his Kicks being the 
bottom of massive pile-ups, VR6 sure 
must be one of the rarest permanently 
populated countries on the DXCC list. 
But it’s no longer as rare as it used 
to be. VR6YL, Tom’s wife, and VR6ID, 
Irma, are now on, I waS surprised to 
hear VR6ID at 21.305 on Monday, Dec, 
21. KB6ISL had just finished running 
a list for her and they were about to 
go off the air. But before they did, 
they coordinated on plans for future 
operations. She’d be back on 21.305 
on Thursday at 1730Z. And so would I! 

It’s High Noon on the 24th. I’m in 
control of WB4TOP with its potent 100 
Watts to a multiband beam at 35 feet. 
Drool BIG GUNS, ‘NEW is ON THE SCENE! 

“Well gosh Bruce, how’d it go? Did 
you get the VR6?", you ask, 

“I'm glad you asked", I Say. “Read 
on and see how it’s properly done," 


At about 1732Z I hear KB6MJQ call 
VR6ID. After a couple of tries, Irma 
hears him and comes back. ‘MJQ tries 
to explain that ‘ISL has an emergency 
and won’t be on ‘til 1930Z. Irma can 
hear that and she tries to tell ‘MJQ 
that she can’t get back on then. She 
can’t make it back ’til 2030Z. *MJIQ 
just can’t seem to hear her. Several 
tries later, a few of the horrendcus 
multitude gathered attempt to assist 
by relaying the info to ‘MJQ. I, and 
a few others, had understood Irma to 
say she‘d be back at 2000Z. So, ata 
quite moment, I call KB6MJQ to advise 
him that VR6ID will be back at 2000Z. 
After two tries, Irma calls me to say 
she’1ll be back on at 2030Z. I QSL to 
her, call ‘MJQ again with the correct 
info, but he doesn’t answer. I call 
Irma to tell her I can’t hear KB6MJQ. 
She says she’s got an hour or so and 
can take some calls. She says thanks 
for the help, I wish her good luck es 
73, and the WHOLE WORLD falls on her! 

Now then, let me ask. If, after 23 
years, you find you have not worked a 
country as rare as VR6, wouldn't you > 
like to have a VR6 call YOU while YOU 
are calling a KB6? Tell me there’s no 
justice! (And yes, we've already got 
the card!) 


POST SCRIPT TO: 
FIVE — THE AMATEUR IS BALANCED 


It’s been quite some time since I 
wrote a column about Keeping Amateur 
Radio in proper balance with all of 
the other aspects of life. N40IC, a 
ham who maintains a good balance in 
his life between church, family, job, 
community and hobby, often makes ref- 
erence to that column. I think Ardie 
does that as a way of expressing his 
love for his fellow man and he does a 
darn fine job. So why a Post Script 
in ‘NEW-LINE? 

Article Five of The Amateur’s Code 
applies to more than just Keeping our 
hobby in balance. It applies to all 
aspects of our life. A quote I want 
to share with you from Bonnie Miller 
Rubin, author of the new book, ‘Time 
Out’: "I don’t think anybody on their 
deathbed said, ‘Gee, I wish I’‘d spent 
more time at the office’,” 
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It’s been quite some time since I 
wrote a column about Keeping Amateur 
Radio in proper balance with all of 
the other aspects of life. N4OIC, a 
ham who maintains a good balance in 
his life between church, family, job, 
community and hobby, often makes ref- 
erence to that column. I think Ardie 
does that as a way of expressing his 
love for his fellow man and he does a 
darn fine job. So why a Post Script 
in ‘NEW-LINE? 

Article Five of The Amateur’s Code 
applies to more than just Keeping our 
hobby in balance. It applies to all 
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Rubin, author of the new book, ‘Time 
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PLEASE POST ON BULLETIN BOARD 


AMATEUR RADIO LICENSE TRAINING 
AT THE 


MCKIMMON CENTER, NCSU 


The Raleigh Amateur Radio Soceny (RARS) is sponsoring a 6-week class to give people of all ages an 
opportunity to TALK TO THE WORLD. 


The licensed instructors will teach , as it relates to amateur radio, all aspects of electronics, antennas, 
regulations, and Morse code 


Contact the McKimmon Center registration desk between the hours of 9:00 AM and 9:00 PM 
at 737-2265 for information and registration. 


WHO SHOULD TAKE THIS COURSE: @ CB operators 
@ Computer “nuts” 
® Foreign language students 
@ Wives and children of amateur operators 
@ People who want a basic understanding of electronics | 
@ People who want a basic understanding of communications 


WHO CAN! CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION: Jim DuBreck (N4BYO) 
Director of Training, RARS 
(919) 781-9437 (evenings) 


Amateur Licensing Examinations will be given at the conclusion 
of the class sessions. Those passing will receive Novice Class 
Amateur Radio Licenses, issued by the Federal Communications 


Classes Start at 7:30 P.M. and will last for 2 hours each night. Commission. 


Classes will be held twice weekly (Monday & Thursday), starting 
Monday, February 22, 1988. 


A fee of $12.00 will be charged by NCSU (for use of the McKimmon 
Center.) Additionally, 2 texts will be required (approx. $5 ea.) 
Texts will be available the first night of class. 
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BERTS 
BEAT 


WITH 
BERT BAILEY, W4FMN 


HANDLING TFC-CONTESTS-CHASING DX 
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List some activities that hams can indulge 
in; there are lots of them. If you do not 
believe it, just query with the Wake Tech 
ARC. They-we-had our hands or fists, full 
over the late holidays. First, WB4TOP got 
involved in the 10 Meter Contest held on 
the weekend of 12-13 December. with 
gung-ho types Wilbur, WO4RDT, Joel, AA4TE, 
Bruce, WASNEW (Club Advisor), and Bert, 
W4FMN (Club Trustee), the score added up 
to over 72K. Not a world record, but yet 
a good one for us country folk. And then, 
we rapidly approached the deadline for our 
avowed objective, obtaining the Golden 
Jubilee DXCC Award. With the heip.of the 
students Wilbur and Joel, plus others, 107 
countries were finally snagged. At the 
final countdown, with school closed down 
and no students around, ole Bruce and I 
rolled up our sleeves and domineered the 
ether for much of the holidays and worked 
thru the 100 QSO's needed for the award. 
It was a struggle getting those last 5 or 
6, but dawn finally arrived. In all 
fairness, it must be stated that Der Bruce 
Qarnered the bulk of the rare ones, 
including keeping a sked with Pitcairn 
Island early one cold morning. And then, 
not to stand idly by while chasing 
Simple-minded DX, WB4TOP, ever mindful of 
its responsibility to provide public 
service, racked up BPL over the Christmas 
period to keep its comsecutive string 
going at 7 BPL's. (Actually, there was a 
three year break between 1981 and 1984, 
but to preserve the prestige of THE CLUB, 
this minor glitch can be ignored, surely. 
So, there you have it: 10M Contest, BPL, 
Sees. not bad for a small group of 
country boys from the outskirts of ole 
Raleigh town. Sure beats W4ATC!!?? 
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SIMPLE EQUATIONS ALL HAMS SHOULD KNOW BUT 


Over the course of many years trying to 
develop electronic expertise among 
willing, able students, I have noted that 
two concepts sometimes elude the cursory 
reader or coasting student. That is, 
there is a definite difference between an 
SWR and a reflection coefficient (RC). 

The RC represents the ratio between 
reflected voltage and incident voltage. 

SWR is the ratio of max V to min V. The 
two are not normally the same. In the ham 
shack, one merely reads the SWR off the 


meter. But in trying to understand 
exactly what SWR is, one must return to 
the drawing board. Now, one useful 


formula for RC is as follows: 


Re = 4.- S02 ee 


Once this value is obtained, use the 
following formula to obtain the 
corresponding SwWR: 


SWR=(+ (RCI) G- (Re) 


So what, you say? Well, for one thing, 
you} can now use a cable tester with 
increased aplomb because it gives one the 
RC rather handily. But to solve for an 
unknown load at the end of the line, this 
RC must be converted to SWR and the unkown 
load iS now a misnomer. Two caveats: this 
bit assumes voltage parameters, not power, 
and, remember that by making the RC always 
positive in the SWR formula, the SWR will 
always equal a ratio beginning with the 
Gigit oa: or soneater. Yet, if the RC is 
truly negative, one must remember that the 
unknown load will be LESS than Zo, ie. 
DIVIDE Zo by tne SWR. By being careful to 
keep the difference between RC and SWR 
uppermost in mind, the use of a Time 
Domain Refloctometer will be well spent. 
And such instruments, cable testers to 
lapse into the prosaic, are most usefures 
the troubleshooter, including fiber optics 
types. 
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Congratulations to Carla & Chuk (KB4MDY & MDZ) on the birth of 
their new harmonic, Katherine Louise. 


3 AMATEUR RADIO. ~A NATIONAL RESOURCE 


‘RALEIGH AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY, al INC. 
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RARS Nets: Nightly at 8:00 PM on 146. apes: ret. a: 
Mon., Tue., Thur., & Fri. at 8:30 PM on 28. stir ee: 


Watendit 


FEB 22  ~—-RARS Neuen Clae ‘st 


FEB 3 Regular RARS Meeting 
7:30 PM 


FEB 6,7 VT & NH QSO Parties 2-2 0 10 a Conan 


FEB 13/27 YL-OM Contests, ph/cw MAR @2  RARS ANNUAL AWARDS Bf » 
FEB 17 RARS Advisory Board Mtge. MAR 19,20 CHARLOTTE, NC HAMFEST 
7:30 PM NCSU Faculty Club 3 hil 
All Members Welcome! ! APR 10 ---RARS HAMFEST! ! = » 


FEB 21,22 ARRL Int’1 DX Contest CW 


